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MONTANA TRENDS CONFERENCE SCOUTS FUTURE FOR STATE
MISSOULA—
A conference described by Gov. Marc Racicot as “an important beginning to an important
discussion about vital issues” brought 28 Montanans to The University of Montana Nov. 3 to
discuss major trends likely to shape the state’s future into the 21st century.
Racicot and UM President George Dennison co-hosted the“Montana Trends” conference at
UM’s Center at Salmon Lake, where representatives from government, education and business
laid out not only their vision for Montana but also some strategic initiatives for realizing that
vision. UM representatives were looking for ways to link the University with the state’s future,
Dennison said.
“We at The University of Montana wanted their assistance ... so that we can make our
plans about the most effective ways we can assist the state in achieving the vision for Montana
some 10 to 20 years out,” he said. “I think we have made good progress.”
Those attending the conference envision, among other things, a Montana
■ Whose citizens would enjoy a world-class quality of life that preserves the environment.
■ Whose business environment will provide all Montanans with essential health care,
communications and utility services.
■ Whose state and local governments will support all Montanans with responsive, flexible
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and civil services.
To accomplish these and other broad goals in their vision, the conferees developed a
comprehensive list of “must do” initiatives that include eliminating turf issues in education and
other public and private sectors of the state, building research and development partnerships with
the University System on energy alternatives, improving transportation to enhance tourism and
adopting proficiency-based college admission and graduation standards.
A summary, list of participants and vision statement from the conference is posted on the
Web at: http://www.umt.edu/mttrends.
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